
PHONE (909)797-9732

YMRA RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION    
YUCAIPA MOBILEHOME

P.O. BOX 1052, YUCAIPA, CA 92399

Our Next YMRA Open Monthly Meeting                  
will be February 10, 2018

10 -11am. Located at the Yucaipa Women’s Club 
Building, 35215 Avenue A, Yucaipa, CA 92399

All Volunteers Working for You, the Mobile Home 
Park Residents

PLEASE JOIN OR RENEW YOUR YMRA 
MEMBERSHIP

Oh, have a sense Of humOr!
I was driving when I first saw the flash of a traffic 

camera. I figured that my picture had been taken for 
speeding, even though I knew I wasn’t. Just to be sure, 
I went around the block and passed the same spot, 
driving even more slowly. But again the camera flashed. 
Thinking this was pretty funny, I drove past even slower 
three more times, laughing as the camera snapped away 
each time I drove by at a snail’s pace. Two weeks later, 
I got five tickets in the mail for driving without a seat 
belt. 

As you all should know by now, November 27, 
2017, Council member Greg Bogh was named Mayor 
of the City of Yucaipa and Councilman Bobby Duncan, 
Mayor Pro Tem. We want to congratulate them both as 

we look forward to the future for progress and a good 
working relationship along with the entire Yucaipa 
City Council. 

We also want to thank Councilman Dick Riddell for 
his service as Mayor and look forward to his continued 
proactive efforts in helping to keep a fair balance when 
it comes to the Rent Stabilization Ordinance as well 
as with all the important issues that he has always 
addressed.

TO The Yucaipa mObile hOme park residenTs 
We can not emphasize enough, how important the 

Yucaipa City Council is regarding future decisions 
concerning how the Rent Control Ordinance will 
fare. Dick Riddell has been especially in tune with 
the ordinance and the important protections that the 
ordinance provides. Dick Riddell has been an advocate 
for the fair treatment of mobile home park residents 
while being mindful and considerate of the objectives 
and needs of mobile home park owners. We believe 
that all of our city council members strive to be fair and 
make good balanced decisions, however, you should all 
keep in mind that the Yucaipa City Council members 
must address a multitude of issues on a regular basis. 

            

(800) 660-0204 See back cover for details!!!

SAVE on your AUTO and  
MOBILE HOME INSURANCE!



They may not have in depth knowledge of the impact 
of various ordinance changes. We must enlighten them 
in the areas of concern that they may not completely 
understand. 

In the recent past, our new mayor as well as other 
city council members have voted against issues that (in 
our opinion) would have helped balance the ordinance 
to at least help create a more level playing field for 
the mobile home park residents. When we requested 
a moratorium to disallow a new mobile home park 
investor from filing a Special Rent Increase or Capital 
Improvement Application until the conclusion of the 
Biennial Review of the Ordinance (up to 90 days), 
this was seen (by our new mayor) as a waste of time 
and money, however, he did give a reluctant favorable 
vote. In spite of this, there were more than a few out 
of the area powerful organizations and attorneys that 
strongly opposed our request, knowing that this could 
result in the needed protections for mobile home park 
residents that would prohibit the ‘predatory’ investor 
from taking advantage of the residents. This was not a 
waste of time or money.

Our Mayor and council members do their very 
best to make good, informed and balanced decisions, 
however, too many issues look harmless on the surface 
(which might lend to a favorable vote), when in fact, if 
they were to be explored in depth, many would reveal 
some very unwelcome ramifications and repercussions.

Our city mayor has no more voting power than the 
rest of the city council, however, the mayor does,  for 
the most part, conduct the council meetings. The 

Mayor will more often than not, open 
and close issues and (we are not saying 
does, however, by some perceptions) 
seems to carry an additional amount of 
clout that may influence other council 
people in their voting decisions. 

Our city officials and city staff need 
to be aware of the issues that mobile 
home park residents face in order 
to equate those problems with the 
ordinance. They can then consider, or 
at least be more open to our suggestions 
with regard to possible changes to the 
ordinance that could solve or mitigate 
problems. If or when you feel you are 
treated unfairly by a mobile home park 
owner or management, or feel a law 

has been broken that impacts you or the residents in 
your park, we are not only concerned here at YMRA 
but also believe that it is important that you make a 
point to talk to the city officials that have been elected 
to support you as well as the city personnel hired in the 
capacities that might relate to your issues.

------------------------------------------------------------
Come to our next open monthly meeting Saturday, 

February 10, 2017 from 10 -11am. Located at the 
Yucaipa Women’s Club Building, 35215 Avenue A, 
Yucaipa, CA 92399

--------------------------------------------------------
This publication was printed at no cost to YMRA 

members. The magazine is supported by the advertisers.
Support the businesses that support YMRA
------------------------------------------------------------
To join YMRA or renew your membership, send 

$7.00 for each adult person in your home (good 
through June 30, 2018) along with a self addressed 
stamped envelope, or to donate any amount, simply 
fill out the coupon below, bring to monthly meeting 
or see your park representative or send to: YMRA, P.O. 
Box 1052, Yucaipa, CA 92399

NAME______________________________
PARK_______________________________ 
SPC # _____ 
PHONE _____________________ (Optional)

Volume 2.  Number 2.   February  20182Yucaipa Mobilehome Residents Association Magazine



Foundations-Piers, Pads, Braces
Earthquake Bracing
Leveling
Plumbing Repairs & Re-Plumb
Roofing-Shingles & Aluminum

Permanent Foundations
Sub-Floor Repair
Awning & Awning Post
Skirting
Decks, Porches, Steps
Carpeting & Tile

MOBILE HOME SERVICE & REPAIR

What are 
your needs? 

CARING FOR YOU, YOUR HOME AND YOUR COMMUNITY

CA LIC 989323

Get your FREE ESTIMATE today!

CALL 1(855)370-3900
All major credit cards accepted

www.calstarmobile.com

★ ★

We can help!
Painting
Siding Swamp Coolers
Heating & Air Conditioning
Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Patio Covers

for our Seniors
and Veterans ★

DISCOUNT30% SPECIAL
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November 18th Park Rally
We would like to acknowledge the businesses that contributed to the November 18th park rally and ask that the 

Yucaipa mobile home park residents (and your friends) make a point to patronize these establishments, pay them 
a compliment, and even better, choose them as your regular ‘go to’ places whenever you find that you are in the 
market for a product or service that they might offer.

We would also like to congratulate our prize winners, and most importantly, we’d like to thank Ron Rush for 
organizing the event, we feel he personally put his heart and soul into it. Jo Sutt approached each of the businesses 
and secured many, if not all the prizes given from the various merchants around Yucaipa. Our volunteers put in 
much of their time, effort and their own money in helping to organize the event and creating the gift baskets that 
ranged in value from $25.00 to $100.00 per basket. 

Prize Name Mobilehome Park
Aches & Pains (basket) Isaac Tate Hillcrest
American Roadtrip $50 gift card Penny Yusten Valley View
Avon Song  (basket) Miguel Rodrigo El Dorado
American Roadtrip $50 gift card Did not get recipient’s name
Letter Writing (basket) Did not get recipient’s name
Auto Care Clinic-free smog check Miguel Rodrigo El Dorado
Chocolate (basket) Sharon Ellwood
Auto Care Clinic-free smog check Lenore Will Jefferson St.
Coffee, Tea (basket) Nancy Shipley Lakeview
Yucaipa Bike Center-$25 gift card Miguel Rodrigo El Dorado
Jeans Flowers-$50 gift card Robin Minnear Rancho Calimesa
Girls Rule (basket) Julie Platt Twin Pines
Steve & Friends-$100 gift card Jo Sutt Wildwood Canyon
Kids Kraze (basket) Miguel Rodrigo El Dorado
Valvoline- Free oil change Julie Montecinos Twin Pines
Movie Madness (basket) Julie Platt Twin Pines
Stater Bros-$25 gift card Thresa Hernandez Yucaipa Village
Wine Again (basket) Did not get recipient’s name
Yucaipa Bike Center-$25 gift card Miguel Rodrigo El Dorado
Wine, Cheese & Salami (basket) Did not get recipient’s name
Photo Tile by Dr. Bob Pavelsky    Robin Minnear Rancho Calimesa
Wine is Fine (basket) Margie Gignac
Cabin in the Snow-Painting by David Fairrington Judy Remele
Write a Letter (basket) Robin Minnear Rancho Calimesa
Impressionistic Landscape - by David Fairrington Robin Minnear Rancho Calimesa
Indian face - Print by David Fairrington Kelly Naylor Lakeview
Joshua trees - Painting by David Fairrington Alan & Judy Remele
Christmas (basket) Isaac Tate Hillcrest
Christmas (basket) Barbara Kennedy Executive
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Top left: All volunteers, Jo Sutt sitting front right, 
secured merchant donations for event opportunity 
drawings, Yvonne Aguilera standing left side and 
Tina, event volunteers

Top center: Tony Slaick YMRA 
Chairman and Nelson Musonda 
Film Producer

Top right: Manny Sandoval, 
Journalist/News Mirror reporter 
and Robin Minnear speaker and 
lead resident representative in the 
successful Rancho Calimesa Rent 
increase opposition.

Center left: Ron Rush, event 
coordinator and ‘the Hot Dog 
girls’ Barbara Kennedy, June Miller 
and other YMRA members.

Center right: Debra Mummy, 
YMRA Advocacy Committee 
member and event volunteer

Bottom left: Ron Rush, event 
DJ Dave Hamilton and Robin 
Minnear

Bottom center: Petice 
Hunnington North View Estate 
resident (North View facing a large 
rent increase) and Ron Rush

Bottom right: Mike Pritchard, 
event speaker and lead resident 
representative in opposition of 
the Carriage Trade Manor rent 
increase.

Pictures From The November 18th Park Rally 
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YMRA Magazine Published by
Mobilehome Magazine

Administrators of The Mobilehome Owners Network
Serving California’s Mobile & Manufactured Housing Communities

Website:  www.mobilehomemagazine.org / (www.mhonet.org)

Mobilehome Magazine, P.O. Box 3774,  Chatsworth, CA  91313 

                            Frank A. Wodley, Editor/Publisher.   To God Be The Glory

(818) 886-6479 /  (800) 929-6061E-mail: fawodley@ yahoo.com

 MobilehomeMagazine is not responsible for content contained in advertising   

City of Yucaipa Council Members
Below is a list of our City of Yucaipa council members that you have elected, as well as city employees that should 

work on your behalf regarding various aspects of mobile home park living. When faced with serious issues, we not 
only suggest you let us know, but in addition, ask that you make sure your city representatives know of the issues 
as well. They will have the final say if there are ordinance changes to be considered in the future. 

Bogh, Greg Mayor 797-2489 x 502 gbogh@yucaipa.org

Duncan, Bobby Mayor Pro Tem 797-2489 x 503 bduncan@yucaipa.org

Riddell, Dick Countil Member 797-2489 x 504 driddell@yucaipa.org

Allen, Denise Countil Member 797-2489 x 505 dhoyt@yucaipa.org

Avila, David Countil Member 797-2489 x 506 davila@yucaipa.org

Shankland, Jennifer 
Deputy City Manager/City Clerk

Rent Administrator       
.  General Services     

797-2489 x 236 jshankland@yucaipa.org

Graydon, Kellie
Community Development

Code Enforcement 797-2489 x 233 kgraydon@yucaipa.org

Casey, Ray City Manager 797-2489 x 233 rcasey@yucaipa.org
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Who buys a mobile home park and why?
Let’s just take this one step at a time. What happens 

if a person or company does not purchase a mobile 
home park? Well, that is when people refer to the 
‘Status Quo’.  You would most likely expect that 
things might not change much. What happens to the 
person or company that was considering the purchase 
of a park but opted to pass on that purchase? Most 
likely, nothing has happened, nothing lost and day to 
day for that investor, nothing has changed. So, why 
would anyone purchase a park? Do they want to fix 
up a park like an old 
classic car? Do they 
want to take some 
pride in it and have 
all of the residents 
rave about what 
a great place the 
investor has made 
for the residents. 
Well, that sure is 
a nice thought, 
however, the reality 
is that an investor 
purchases a park 
for no other reason 
than PROFIT. Nothing else. When an investor 
targets one of our Yucaipa parks, he is looking for an 
opportunity to profit from YOU. Let’s look at what 
that means. The investor targets the park with the 
rent control ordinance in mind and knows there is a 
clause that a park owner is entitled to a ‘Fair Return 
on Investment‘. Although that particular provision 
in the ordinance was not intended for an investor to 
purchase an unprofitable park, with a profit guaranty 
through the ordinance, their legal teams have scared 
the cities across the state into turning their heads and 
ignoring the blatant abuse of the provision. 

In any event, let’s look a little closer to where that 
profit comes from. More often than not, it’s the 
captive seniors living in the park, although, it could 
be the residents of a family park, they just don’t seem 
to be targeted the way the senior parks are.

In the case of Carriage Trade Manor and North 
View Estates, the investor seems like a really nice guy 
… he’ll be a good guy to everyone (that is what we 

have heard from a few people). We believe, this is 
partly why the residents agreed to his very large rent 
increase of $95.00 per month. That and the fact that 
they were scared to death because of the added legal 
cost they felt they would ultimately incur if they lost 
the fight to resist the rent increase as happened in the 
Carriage Trade case. 

The fundamental most basic point to know is that 
when an investor targets a park, he is looking at the 

ordinance and the 
basic guarantee that 
he will be able to 
raise rents even if 
it were an unprof-
itable investment. 
The fact is that the 
system is rigged 
so that if he were 
to gain any rent 
increase at all, he’d 
most likely recover 
ALL of his legal 
costs. A quarter 
million dollars 
spent on that fight 

… or effort is more common than you might think. 
With any rent increase at all, the residents more than 
likely would be forced to pay those costs back to the 
park investor.

So, as we’ve heard by a few people, “these investors 
aren’t so bad … they are really pretty nice people“. 
In reality, in the planning of the purchase, they have 
come in, for example, with a premeditated plan of 
raising rents (in the recent cases) about $95.00 a 
month. Keep in mind, the initial effort with Carriage 
Trade Manor was to nearly double the existing rents. 
So, prior to the purchases, the investor has made his 
calculations and decided that he will purchase that 
park, knowing in advance that his profit will be 
guaranteed by the city at the cost to each and every 
resident living in the park under rent control. So, we’d 
only expect that the investors would have a very nice 
ear to ear smile and come off as pretty nice people, 
after all, they have Continued on Page  8 .............. 
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YMRA Newsletter/Magazine
We are in the forth month publication of our YMRA 

Newsletter/magazine. We’ve been working with the 
publisher/owner Frank Wodley on a regular basis 
and have an outstanding working relationship. We’ve 
looked for your opinions and feedback, and for the 
most part everyone likes it and many of you have even 
taken the time to call and email comments about how 
valuable and informative it is.

To help insure that we can continue producing this 
great quality publication, we’d like to see some support 
from local advertisers. We print 3,500  magazines that 
are delivered, for the most part, directly to the Yucaipa 
mobile home park residents, apart from regular U.S 
mail (meaning that it does not arrive with a bunch 
of advertisement circulars). This is a publication that 
residents look for and value. If our local businesses 
knew this, they would most likely like to give it a try as 
an advertising resource. 

We ask that you please, take this publication with 
you when you are out and about, show it to some of 
the merchants at businesses you frequent or just visit.

As we’ve mentioned before, if you are responsible for 
a business that establishes new advertising in this publi-
cation, you will also be paid a regular commission as 
long as the business continues to advertise. Frank has 
proposed an idea that could be good for everyone:

It looks like Frank might run a special with 50% off 
regular advertising rates. With that said, there will be 
no commissions paid out, however, if an advertiser 
were to continue advertising at the regular rate, then 
the regular commission would be paid to you each 
month that the advertiser continues running the ad. 
Business card type ads, for now, will only be $50 which 
is also 50% off and will require a total of $150 to run 
the ad for 3 consecutive months.

Many businesses might want to try this advertising 
platform as the cost will most likely never be this low 
again. This is to encourage a first try so merchants can 
gauge results and make an informed decision if this is 
the right resource for their advertising needs and if they 
might want to continue.  

If you would, try to keep in mind merchants like 
restaurants, automotive repair shops, plumbers, 
dentists, optometrists, appliance stores, contractors, 
car wash, oil change and lube and any type of business 
that would benefit from advertising to the mobile 
home residents.

As we see advertisers in our publication, we also ask 
that our Yucaipa mobile home residents actually make 
a conscious effort to support them.  

See page 13 for additional info on advertising.

Continued from Page 7 made the purchase thinking 
that each of you living in his newly purchased park will 
pay him … and just hand over (as in the two recent cases) 
an additional $95.00 a month for the rest of your lives. 
This is not like any other business where if the owner 
wanted to raise prices, you could opt to go somewhere 
else. You are captive and have little choice. Did he need 
this investment? Nope. It is a very conscious choice, for 
the most part, anticipating the end results well before-
hand and knowing all along that the profits will come 
from the additional amount paid by you. This was an 
opportunity to turn a small group of low income people 
into lifetime contributors to the personal profits of what 
is basically one single individual.

My question … if your park had one hundred spaces, 
could you get the residents to rotate every 3 or 4 days 
and take your park owner to a twenty dollar lunch? That 
would be one time per year for each resident … only 
$20. I can tell you it would never happen. Yet, when the 

investor makes that purchase and the residents pay a rent 
increase of nearly one hundred dollars every month, it is 
shameful.

Then you have that extra kicker … It’s our under-
standing that the park owner will give a one time rent 
credit of $150. That really is generous isn’t it?! Who does 
that anyway? It’s like he’s got the combination to your 
safe, takes $1,140 a year ($95 X 12 months) and then 
gives you back $150 out of ‘his money’, the $1,140 that 
he has taken from you.

The ordinance needs to be amended, however, we 
have been beat again by city staff and attorney. They 
will not recommend the obvious needed changes to the 
ordinance at the risk of possible litigation. As disap-
pointed as we are in them and this opposition, we do 
understand … we don’t like it and need to convince ‘The 
powers that be’ that the fight would be worth it in light 
of the injustices. 
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YMRA This & That
Staffing hours for the Mobile Home Volunteer Office 

are Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10 to 12 p.m.
-----------------------------------------------------------
We have established a ‘GoFundMe’ account - Please 

visit our page at the address below https://www.
gofundme.com/Devastated-Seniors-Against-Predators

---------------------------------------------------------
We invite you to send us your thoughts, comments 

& Newsletter ideas to: ts.ymra@gmail.com
---------------------------------------------------------
The YMRA website has been updated with much 

new information. Visit the YMRA website at: www.
ymra1.wordpress.com

----------------------------------------------------------
YMRA welcomes all new members. We thank our 

supporters for their generous donations and our 
volunteers that contribute so much to the YMRA 
organization.    

---------------------------------------------------------                
You should have received a copy of the Mobile 

home Residency Law (MRL) as there have been some 
changes this past year. Prior to February 1 of each year, 
if a significant change was made to the MRL, the park 
owner or manager must provide all homeowners with 
a copy of the MRL, or provide written notice to all 
homeowners that there has been a change to the MRL 
and that homeowners may obtain a copy of the MRL 
from the management at no charge. Upon request of 
the homeowner, management must provide a copy 
within seven days. (Civil Code §798.15(c)). 

NOTE: The management must provide a copy of 
the MRL only, as specified. The MRL is Civil Code 
798-798.88.

====================================
We would like to acknowledge the businesses that 

contributed to the November 18th park rally and ask 
that the Yucaipa mobile home park residents (and your 
friends) make a point to patronize these establishments, 
pay them a compliment, and even better, choose them 
as your regular ‘go to’ places whenever you find that 
you are in the market for a product or service that they 
might offer.

We would also like to congratulate our prize winners, 
and most importantly, we’d like to thank Ron Rush for 
organizing the event, we feel he personally put his heart 
and soul into it. Jo Sutt approached each of the busi-
nesses and secured many, if not all the prizes given from 
the various merchants around Yucaipa. Our volunteers 
put in much of their time, effort and their own money 
in helping to organize the event and creating the gift 
baskets that ranged in value from $25.00 to $100.00 
per basket. 

===================================
YMRA needs Park Representatives & Newsletter 

delivery people for the following mobile home parks:
Bel Aire, Crafton Hills, Fremont Heights, Green 

Valley, Hideaway, Holiday Ranch, Land Yacht Harbor, 
Rancho De Sol, Twin Pines, Westwind.

If you know anyone that lives in any of the above 
parks that might be willing to deliver newsletters, 
please, get in contact or have them get is contact with 
us. Thank you.

The Mobilehome Residency Law (MRL) & Enforcement
We are all disappointed at the outcome of AB1269, 

i.e. it was vetoed by Governor Jerry Brown and did not 
become law. 

all is nOT lOsT

Few realize is was seriously modified just before its 
final version.  Residents had to contribute $10/year, 
not the original $5.  And the law ended in 2023 after 
five years.  Yet it wouldn’t help one single mobilehome 

owner until mid 2020, i.e. 2.5 years into the 5 year 
period.  The bill would have cost residents $8 million 
per year, i.e. $4 million was raised each of the 5 years.

Don’t fret.  The future is bright.  Until a bill is 
written that truly helps mobilehome owners, there are 
other means to enforce the MRL.  One is a service of 
MHONET, namely our legal assistance program.  Join 
us and we may be able to help if you require the services 
of an attorney.
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Views of Candidates Running for The Office of GSMOL President 
Editor’s Note:  MH Life Magazine gave both Mary 

Jo Baretich and Michelle Smith the identical question.  

QuesTiOn 

Identify at least 6 areas in GSMOL you feel need 
improvement. Be as specific as you can, substantiate with 
historical examples.  For example, one area of concern 
should be the loss of membership and revenue over the 
years.  

We have taken the liberty to provide their answers on 
each subject, one after another.  We hope this provides 
our readers some understanding of each candidates 
views.

cOmmunicaTiOn answer bY marY JO 
bareTich

Public Relations need to be improved.  Television 
public broadcasting, local newspapers, and other media 
need to be utilized and expanded.  

Education and outreach are primary goals for our type 
of advocacy, not only to mobilehome homeowners but 
also other residents in cities and counties, and including 
government officials in all levels of government.  We 
need to educate them all.  Our neighbors living in 
apartments, condos and conventional homes need to 
know about the outrageous threats to the welfare of our 
most vulnerable residents, many of whom are elderly 
and disabled … threats to make these people homeless 
in order to make room for more affluent people … all 
greed by too many park owners.

Several large organizations, such as AARP, Tenants 
Together, Manufactured Housing Action (MHAction), 
and of course the National Manufactured Home 
Owners Association (NMHOA) support our causes 
here in California.  We need to encourage their assis-
tance and coordination in our efforts. 

cOmmunicaTiOn answer bY michelle smiTh

First, thank you Mr. Wodley, for giving me this 
opportunity to respond to your concerns and questions 
as follows:

Updating technology to support mass communica-
tion to GSMOL members is high priority. Increasing 
the Californian Magazine publishing intervals could 

increase unity among members and keep statewide 
membership informed of current events. Setting up an 
online communication network for GSMOL members 
with access to computers could provide instant inter-
actions with each other. Seeking and finding methods 
to communicate with members whose first language in 
not English is another high priority. 

finance answer bY marY JO bareTich

As with most nonprofits, funding has always been 
a universal issue.  GSMOL depends upon dues from 
membership in the corporation to carry on the everyday 
operations.  There are instances where we have been 
slow to pay people, but I am unaware of the exact 
amounts.  Beyond that, GSMOL depends upon indi-
vidual donations, and donations to our three Funds: 
Disaster Relief, Legal Assistance, and the Political 
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Action Committee (PAC). 
I have not been on the Board of Directors for the past 

4 years so I have not been privileged to know about 
most of the details regarding the financial health of the 
corporation.  I do know that operational expenses are 
budgeted each year, and the Directors are given that 
information, along with periodic financial reports.

I believe that the majority of our leaders do not 
receive any compensation for their work, including 
myself.  We volunteer our time and gas expenses to visit 
the numerous parks throughout the state, whenever we 
are called.  We leaders dedicate many of our hours on 
the road, on the phone and via email – helping those 
in need.   We are basically a charitable organization in 
that respect.  GSMOL has always been that since 1962.  
It is no different today.  

One reason why there were around 100,000 members 
in the 90’s is that insurance companies were paying 
for the dues for members.  Since they were required 
to stop that practice, the membership dropped signifi-
cantly.  Our membership goes up in parks when there 
is a problem that we can fix.  Once the problem is 
corrected, too often members do not renew – until the 
next major issue comes up.  We need to identify ways 
to encourage members to join and renew.  One way is 
called “Just one friend/Just one member” where each 
member is encouraged to ask one more homeowner 
to join GSMOL.  Another incentive would to hand 
out a complementary issue of The Californian to each 
household in a park.

This is why we need more avenues of finance such as 
private and foundation donations and grants.  There 
are also other fund raising ideas that people have 
suggested.  As a 501(c)4 nonprofit, we have limited 
chances for grant funding.

finance answer bY michelle smiTh

Financial transparency to the Board and Member-
ship is top priority. We need to establish several streams 
of income to build on. Selling more advertising in 
GSMOL’s magazine, The Californian, could be a viable 
source of additional income.  I plan to ensure the Cali-
fornian magazine is published on time. Laying out 
pathways of success for local GSMOL Chapters to raise 
money for themselves and the organization is also high 
priority. Many chapters hold successful activities and 
spread the word among parks that GSMOL is resident 

friendly and an important group to join. We must 
build on and share our successes with each other. I will 
work with the treasurer to establish a realistic budget.

membership answer bY marY JO bareTich 
GSMOL must continue their outreach to the mobile-

home homeowners throughout the state, bringing hope 
to the people to solve their problems by assisting them 
in obtaining as much free legal assistance as possible.  
Many of we leaders have been involved in city cases and 
court cases enough that we know the steps necessary 
to present the cases to an attorney.  The protocol, of 
course, is to first try to resolve the issues without court 
by persuading the park owners to correct their viola-
tions that are happening.  If that does not work, then 
the next step is legal counsel.

We need more articles in The Californian from people 
like Bruce Stanton (GSMOL Corporate Counsel) and 
Ron Javor (HCD expert).  

As we leaders visit the parks, we need to encourage 
homeowners to form Home Owner Associations 
(HOAs) and send in the letter to purchase their parks.  
Additionally, these HOAs need to incorporate and be 
ready to purchase.

membership answer bY michelle smiTh

I plan to work closely with Zone leaders, Regional 
Managers, and Chapter Leaders to learn about their 
successful activities in building membership, raising 
money, and networking with other park leaders. Success 
leads to more success. Success is the best motivator.  
There is much to be gained by taking advantage of 
current technology. I plan to recommend the Board 
approve updating the website; explore adding the ease 
of using PayPal as an additional method of member-
ship and renewal; and research using PayPal as the 
preferred banking method at the Chapters level as well. 
Another HIGH PRIORITY is to include family parks 
in GSMOL’s membership drives as well as enlisting 
residents whose first language is not English. I believe 
this could give GSMOL a huge advantage by hearing 
from members who have valuable experiences and 
input. I’m Listening!

legislaTiOn  answer bY marY JO bareTich

We were fortunate that former Senator Joe Dunn 
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had suggested Esperanza Ross in May of 2016 to be our 
new Legislative Advocate.  She has been a powerhouse 
of dynamic energy, and knows everyone in the Legisla-
ture.  This past year we have supported around 11 Bills 
and opposed several.  Our supported Bills passed with 
the exception of our primary Bill, AB 1269, the Mobile-
home Residents and Senior Protection Act of 2017.  Over 
5,400 letters were sent to the legislators by our members, 
thousands of phone calls were made at each point as this 
Bill progressed through Committees, the Assembly and 
the Senate.  Then Governor Brown vetoed it.  Such a 
disappointment, but we will be bringing it back again.  
We look forward to working with Esperanza on all future 
Bills.

We must stay focused, and not let our guard down.  The 
thousands of letters and phone calls outnumbered those 
from our adversaries (the park owner organizations).  We 
will never have the money that they have to fight for our 
rights, but we do have the people-power! 

Little by little, we are gaining more Rent Stabilization 
Ordinances (RSO’s) in cities and counties.  We are also 
gaining more Mobilehome Park Conversion Ordinances, 
and Senior Park Overlay Ordinances.  

legislaTiOn answer bY michelle smiTh

Participating with the Legislative Action Team as a 
regular contributor will allow me to listen and offer 
guidance as to what subjects are most important for 
members. My personal guidelines are to “Preserve and 
Protect” our way of life. I am in complete agreement that 
passing a law to create an agency to enforce the MRL is 
of highest priority. Interfacing with other Mobile Home 
Advocacy Groups to present a united front to legislators 
is also imperative. We must work in unity with other 
groups and let go of any prior animosities. Lawmakers 
MUST hear from us, as individuals and as groups. If not, 
the only group demanding their attention will be WMA 
(Western Manufactured Housing Communities Associa-
tion, a trade organization for Park Owners).

bYlaws answer bY marY JO bareTich

The Bylaws are going through changes this year in a 
positive way.  There will always be room for improve-
ment, and the members are always encouraged to submit 
changes.

bYlaws  answer bY michelle smiTh

I will insist on following the Bylaws carefully. This 
is something the current Board of Directors has failed 

and refused to do. I am open to opinions on what 
changes may need to be recommended.

OTher  answer bY michelle smiTh

Editor’s Note:  Only Michelle Smith gave a response to 
“Other.”  It is as follows:

I don’t presume to be able to preserve, revitalize, and 
reorganize GSMOL into a better organization by myself. 
I believe GSMOL must be run like a good business with 
financial accuracy, transparency, and accountability to 
its members. Also, benefiting from member successes 
with Rent Stabilization Ordinances (RSO-think City of 
Arcata, Oceanside, and Humboldt County) and Resident 
Owned Parks (think Golf Greens in Sacramento and 
Aptos Knolls in Aptos) is HUGE for us. We will continue 
to develop pathways of success for GSMOL chapters to 
flourish and generate new membership. GSMOL is best 
at grassroots networking and we are good at it! Please give 
me your vote for GSMOL President. 

Editor’s Note:  I have been a member, a Chapter Presi-
dent and a GSMOL Associate Manager. I have been 
a student of GSMOL for over 15 years.  And yes, I’ve 
spoken out against previous Board of Director members.  

 All mobilehome owners benefit from a healthy, strong 
and growing GSMOL.  I believe big changes are at hand 
and its about time! I have a few suggestions of my own:

• GSMOL must finally get rid of all the bad apples, 
those Directors who have been more interested in 
their power and egos than serving the mobilehome 
community.

• GSMOL’s pathway to success is change.   
Change is necessary, critical and it is a good thing.

• I will do my part to help GSMOL cut down 
expenses by offering to print the Californian free of 
charge.  If GSMOL accepts, it will mean members 
will again receive a monthly magazine.  A win-win.  

• The ‘feud’ between Mobilehome Magazine was a 
product of the old GSMOL leadership.  Mobile-
home owners want everyone working together. 
And I’m confident it will happen soon.

• The new GSMOL Board of Directors should 
take a hard look at our Regional Group Plan.  It 
works and has huge benefits.  In fact, GSMOL 
could operate without any members!  Give more 
power and assistance to regional leaders.
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Mobilehome Magazine Supports GSMOL’s V.P Candidates at Large
Three individuals, namely Henry Cleveland of Aptos, 

Sharon Rose of Goleta and Bob Markley of Oceanside are 
running for the position of V.P. at large.

We have made an effort to reach out to all three and 
believe they are all quite capable to lead GSMOL into 
the future.  Bob Markley and Mobilehome Magazine are 
working together to publish a North San Diego County 
magazine, along with the President of San Marcos 
Mobilehome Residents Association, Lloyd Rochambau. 
We understand Bob is running to expose five years of 
GSMOL deficit spending.  He does not intend to serve.  

We have known Henry and Sharon for a number of 

years. Unfortunately, only one will become V.P. at Large.  
Our personal preference is Henry Cleveland; however our 
hope is all three continue to provide their expertise to 
help improve GSMOL and serve mobilehome owners.

By the way, these candidates suggest all GSMOL 
members get out and vote.  This is a turning point for 
GSMOL and members need to be active.  

If you are a member, GSMOL has scheduled two 
meetings in January, on the 23rd and 30th at 2 pm.  The 
phone number is 712-775-8962 and the code is 372715. 
We look forward to your attendance. 

A Word to Our Readers in Yucaipa
First of all, we want to thank Tony Slaick for his assis-

tance with the new YMRA magazine, and his flexibility 
and openness.  Under his leadership, Yucaipa mobile-
home residents are reading the first regional group 
magazine in the state of California.  Congratulations!  

We hope you will embrace it and the businesses that 
advertise in it.  We’d call this a win-win-win.  It is a win 
for residents as it provides you many benefits - informa-
tion, a voice, and it helps you network with other areas 
in California.  

It is a win for YMRA since we plan to donate a portion 
of our profits to YMRA as our way of saying Thank You!  

And remember, we are mobilehome owners just like 
you.  We have been working to protect the rights of 
mobilehome owners since 2004. So the magazine 
provides us a voice in Yucaipa.  We have much to share. 
So the magazine is a win for us. 

It is also a win for the businesses that advertise and 
we understand Yucaipa residents are already taking 
advantage of their services.  We appreciate your support.

OnlY The beginning  
The YMRA magazine lays the foundation for 

magazines in other areas.  In fact, our vision is to have 
a magazine in every region in the state where there is a 
concentration of mobilehomes.  

Beginning with this issue, we are publishing a North 
San Diego County regional magazine.  The resident 
group in Oceanside (OMHA) and the group in San 
Marcos (SMMRA) together are using the magazine as 

their voice.  We hope to soon add the Escondido group 
and residents in Carlsbad, Vista, and surrounding areas.

We are planning on a regional magazine in Sacra-
mento supported by the Sacramento Conclave led by 
John Bertaut. 

brighT fuTure

The future has never looked brighter.  We hope to 
keep this momentum going, i.e. our efforts to network 
all residents in the state of California.  To that end, we 
plan to post all regional magazines online for all to view 
and download.  Go to www.mobilehomemagazine.org 
and click on MAGAZINES.  Not only will you see your 
YMRA magazine, but all 7 years of magazines we’ve 
published.  

JOin mhOneT
Our first suggestion to protecting your rights is to join 

and be active in YMRA.  That’s your first line of defense.  
We think Tony is doing a terrific job.  Your Park Rally 
was impressive and a good example how others can also 
raise money for the cause.

Mobilehome Owners Network compliments the 
work of YMRA.  MH Life Magazine is about infor-
mative articles from attorneys, and news from around 
the state.  Plus we have a Help Line, and now we are 
offering members Legal Help as we believe a letter from 
an attorney can work miracles.  Refer to page 14 for 
the application to join.  It is $25 well spend and we 
guarantee you won’t be sorry.
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The Network (MHONET) Membership Application
 NAME:_______________________________________________ Date:______________________               

       MAILING ADDRESS:________________________E-MAIL:_____________________________

     SPACE #:__________CITY:________________________________ ZIP:____________________

     PHONE #:_____________________________PARK NAME:______________________________

           ____   Network Membership (expires 12/31/2018). ($25)                             $______

          ____    Membership includes: Check one:        ____FAQ Handbook or ____INDEX                        

          ____    Legal Fund (We need your support to hire an attorney)                   $______

          ____    I believe in the cause and your good work.  I want to donate.           $______

           ____    I will help out.   ____  I will deliver magazines.  ____  I will get members. 

Make Checks Payable to:  Mobilehome Magazine

                        MAIL TO:     Mobilehome Magazine, P.O. BOX 3774 , Chatsworth, CA. 91313                            12/2017

Questions:  818-886-6479/800-929/6061.  www.mhonet.org  fawodley@yahoo.com

Attorney Services Now Available
We hope, by now, that you realize you have no rights 

because there is no viable means to enforce the Civil Code 
(MRL).  Few have the resources to hire an attorney, and 
attorneys well versed in the Mobilehome Law are hand to 
find, especially locally.

That being said, we have long believed there is a use 
for an attorney for consultation, letter writing and phone 
calling.  Often a manager or park owner will sit up and 
take notice when they receive a letter or phone call from 
an attorney. 

To that end, we have begun a trial program with an 
attorney in Santa Barbara.  She will go to bat for us, and 
charges nothing up front.  

mhOneT membership reQuired

We have a long standing philosophy.  We will work 
hard to help you protect your investment and lifestyle; 
however, we will not do it alone, i.e. you MUST be part 
of the solution.  

Beginning immediately, on a limited basis, we will 
provide our members a legal referral.  To quality, one 
must be a member of MHONET for at least 60 days, i.e. 

we don’t want folks to join just to take advantage of our 
offer.  Our goal is unity, our goal is Strength in Numbers.  
You membership is a step towards that important goal.  

benefiTs Of membership  
Membership is $25 and expires 12/31/2018, i.e. if 

you join today, your membership is for 13 months.  
That means a copy of MH Life Magazine mailed to you 
each month to keep you informed.  Plus our 36 page 
Handbook of Frequently Asked Questions (refer to pages 
for just two of them).  This is a must-have reference.  Also 
we have a Help Line (no one else does) and now limited 
legal assistance.  All for just $2/month!  

manY waYs TO JOin

Call 818-886-6479 with your credit card information 
and we’ll do the rest.

Go to PayPal and pay $25 to fawodley@yahoo.com

Fill out the MHONET Membership Application below 
and send a check to Mobilehome Magazine, P.O. Box 
3774, Chatsworth CA 91313.
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                                       LIC#0782241                                      © 2016 Hughes West-Brook, Inc.  All Rights Reserved

www.hwbins.com     sales@hwbins.com

(800) 660-0204

HUGHES WEST-BROOK
Insuring your home for  

Over 40 Years  
Family Owned Since 1973

LOw RAtES!
LOCAL SERVICE!

	  	 	  
	
q Fire q Replacement Cost MobileHome 
q Wind q Replacement Cost Contents
q Liability q Falling Objects   
q	Tornado q Lightning q Theft 
q	Smoke Damage q	Water Damage  q Workers'Comp.
q Explosion q	Medical Payments   q Vandalism 

Hughes West-Brook is your Mobile Home Insurance Specialist.  
With us, Mobilehome insurance isn't a sideline. It's all we do. Give us a call!

	  	 	  	

	 YOUR CHOICE:
  •	Replacement	Cost	Mobile	Home
	 	 •	Stated	Value	Coverage
	 	 •	Cash	Value	Coverage
	 	 •	Discounts	for	Home	and	AUTO

Coverage available to $400,000!

F o u n t a i n  V a l l e y ,  C a l i f o r n i a

DISCOUNT	for	Combining	
Mobile	Home	and	AUTO	

Insurance!

VISA
MASTERCARD

PAYMENT PLANS
Se Habla Espanol! 
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